
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
AIRCRAFT OWNERS AND PILOTS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA 
ABN 004 274 588 | Incorporated as a Company Limited by Guarantee | Est. 1949 
 
 

2018/19 Director Nominations 
 



2018/19 Annual General Meeting Minutes – The Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association of Australia | ABN 004 274 588   2 

CONTENTS 
 
 
Mr Shawn Kelly           3 
 
 
Mr Gerard Kitt           4 
 
 
Mr Ross Harrison           5 
 
 
Mr Ben Wyndam           6 
 
 
Mr Richard Talbot          7 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2018/19 Annual General Meeting Minutes – The Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association of Australia | ABN 004 274 588   3 

SHAWN KELLY 

I am interested in joining the Board because I believe that it will allow me to contribute to the advancement of 
General Aviation in Australia, especially with regard to commercial operations.  

Specifically, I would like to work toward a reduction in expense and red tape surrounding commercial GA 
operations here. I believe that this could be accomplished if CASA were to function much more like the FAA, 
especially in relation to the following areas:  

With regard to Medical Certificates I am very much in favour of letting the DAMEs issue all normal Medical 
Certificates, like they do in the US. They are, after all, actual doctors who are qualified by CASA to do the 
exams. I fail to understand how someone in Canberra that has never met me is better qualified to determine 
my medical fitness than the Doctor that had me drop my drawers and poked and prodded me.  

With regard to Colour Deficient Pilots (of which I am one), I would like to see some common sense in the 
system. In all of my years of flying, including at night, by instruments and in glass cockpits, I have never been 
handicapped by my inability to discern numbers in coloured dots.  

With regard to float operations I would like to see CASA act in accordance with the regulations rather than in 
accordance with the preferences of the local CASA office.  

With regard to Flight Training, I would very much like to see a more US style approach to regulation.   The 
current system has resulted in abdicating Ab Initio training to RA AUS. Whilst I firmly believe that RA AUS has 
some excellent instructors (I am personally well acquainted with at least two or three) I also know that there 
are a large number at the other end of the scale. I fail to understand how anyone can believe that 100 hours as 
PIC qualifies one to be an instructor. I have personally flown with an RA AUS instructor that I wouldn’t have 
sent solo if he was a student pilot. The primary issue here is the extremely high level of cost and red tape 
associated with starting a GA flight school. This must be recouped by the school, and as a result drives up the 
cost to levels that make RA AUS the only viable option for many aspiring pilots. The US system is 
SIGNIFICANTLY less restrictive and produces an outcome at least on par with the Australian system, both in 
terms of safety and overall skill levels of the pilots.  

Having worked under both CASA and the FAA, I believe that I can bring some real world experience to these 
discussions. Having owned and run commercial GA operations both here and in the US, I believe that I am in a 
position to bring insight into the difficulties involved with the issues faced by commercial operators here in 
Australia.  

EXPERIENCE 

• 25+ years of business ownership, marketing, training and management 
• 6+ years Chief Flight Instructor 
• Commercial Multi-Engine Instrument Pilot – US License 
• Commercial Pilot – Australian License 
• Grade 1 Flight Instructor – Australia 
• Senior Instructor – RAAus 
• Certified Instructor – USA 
• Advanced Ground Instructor – USA 
• 6,300+ hours Total Time 

CURRENT EMPLOYMENT 
 
Owner and Chief Pilot – Paradise Seaplanes, QLD 
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GERARD KITT 

My name is Gerard Kitt (36), I live at Lake Macquarie just north of Sydney, my home airport as an Aviator is 
Cessnock where I run an aircraft sales, training and maintenance facility specializing in light sports Rotax 
powered aircraft, mostly RA Aus category type aircraft.  I have been in the industry of aircraft sales for 5 years 
previously as the sales director for a major European aircraft manufacturer up until October 2017. 

My passion as an Aviator lies with RA Aus aircraft. RA Aus as you are probably aware was developed as an 
affordable alternative to general aviation some ten years ago.  The growth in our category is something to be 
taken very seriously with more than 10,000 members currently.   

I see it is important that we have a strong relationship with RA Aus and continue strong growth; this is where 
AOPA with the right person can really gain a good advantage through the advocacy and nurturing of 
Recreational Aviation.   

Only in the last 18 months have I come to learn of the great work that AOPA Australia as an organization does 
and that which I want to become part of.  I have regular conversations with the AOPA Australia Executive 
Director, via phone and email, about how we can strengthen AOPA Australia’s position with Recreational 
aircraft owners and pilots. 

EXPERIENCE 

• CASA Recreational Pilots License 
• RAAus Pilot Certificate 
• Former Director of the Coffs Harbour Aero Club 
• Former Sales Director for Tecnam Aircraft Australia 

CURRENT EMPLOYMENT 
 
Founder and Operator – KG Aviation Sales Australia 
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ROSS HARRISON 
 
I have been a passionate aviator for 35 years and have witnessed General Aviation go through many changes.  
As an aviation business owner, I would like to use my experience in helping AOPA Australia achieve important 
reforms so that we may see our industry thrive. 
 
Flying over the past three decades has given me so much, from helping me grow my business to sharing my 
experience with others to volunteering with Angel Flight and an incredible amount of challenges and a life 
time of enjoyment. 
 
I feel it is time for me to give something back to an industry that has rewarded me so greatly. 
 
If I become an AOPA board member, hopefully I can contribute something positive towards the successful 
future of GA in Australia. 
 
EXPERIENCE 

• Pilot and aircraft owner with over 35+ years of experience 
• Curently own a Cirrus SR22, Boeing Stearman and Robinson R44 
• 6,300 hours total time of which 3,800 is fixed wing and 2,500 rotary 
• Australian PPL, US PPL and NZ PPL holder 
• Command Instrument Single and Multi-Engine Fixed Wing 
• Night VFR Fixed Wing and Rotary 
• Low Level Rotary 
• Aerobatic Fixed Wing 
• Advanced Mountain Flying Helicopter 
• Past board member of the Australian Petroleum Distributors Association 
• Past Chairman of the Australian BP Distributor Association 
• Rotarian, Past President, board member and Paul Harris Fellow 
• Chairman and committee member for numerous body corporations 

CURRENT EMPLOYMENT 
 
Founder and Owner of Cirrus Sunshine Coast 
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BEN WYNDAM 

Through my Aviation career I have worked across Australia and the world as a Charter pilot, ferry pilot, Survey 
pilot, Instructor, Tour guide, and in a number of Statutory roles including Chief Pilot, Chief Flying Instructor, 
HAAMC, and low-capacity RPT Safety Manager. My experience in owning and operating aeroplanes from Grob 
G115 through to Cessna Conquest has given me a comprehensive view of GA in Australia - both as it once was 
in the 1990s and in the much-depleted state it is in today.  

I firmly believe that all sectors of Aviation depend on each other for survival. Operators, maintainers and 
support services such as Fuel distributors all need to work in concert to ensure Government policy is re-shaped 
in a way that allows regional aviation services - flying schools, clubs, Charter and small RPT - to once again 
serve Regional Australia.  

My focus is, of necessity, on small commercial aeroplanes 19 seats and below. My focus as a Director of AOPA 
would be on presenting alternative policy for operations, training, and Maintenance that result in less CASA 
administrative requirements and improved CASA surveillance and industry mentoring activities. It makes no 
sense to take good industry tradespeople out of the hangars, away from the job they were good at, and place 
them in offices reading manuals and micro-managing industry permissions.  

My areas of policy interest are:  

• Classification of operations CAR 206  
• Stopping the proposed Part 142 maintenance for small charter aircraft  
• Simplification of Fatigue rules for small aircraft operators (instead of the Frankenstein currently 

proposed);  
• Simplification of aircraft import procedures;  
• Ensuring we avoid the repeat of expensive policy disasters like the ADS-B mandate.  

The Regional Aviation Association of Australia has proven that they are not interested in small charter 
operators like us. We are, however, essential to the ongoing wellbeing of private General Aviation as we 
provide the bulk of work for MROs and Fuel distributors.  

Ensuring the viability of small commercial operators like me will help preserve maintenance and fuel supplies 
for private pilots across Australia.  

I hope that I can contribute to the survival of General Aviation in Australia through a role in AOPA.  

 
EXPERIENCE 

• Approved Testing Officer RPL, PPL & NVFR 
• ATPL 
• CPL(a), MECIR & GIII Instructor 
• 7,990 Hours Total Time Experience 
• Lovel Level Airwork, Aerobatics (1500’), Aerobatics and Spin Training Approval 
• CASA Approved Conducting Officer for PEXO examinations 
• US Private Airman Certificate 

CURRENT EMPLOYMENT 
 
Founder and Chief Pilot, Airspeed Aviation – Tamworth NSW 
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RICHARD TALBOT 

My main interests in joining the board are in: making flying and aircraft ownership more accessible and 
affordable, youth initiatives, medical and other regulatory reform (perhaps even to establish Part 149 Pty Ltd 
based on the FARs), avionics (experimental and retrofitting modern glass cockpits to aging aircraft), private 
maintenance of GA aircraft, practical education and training courses, safety programs targeted at recreational 
flyers.  

The board should provide stable corporate governance, whilst recognising the needs of a voluntary workforce. 
My commitment is to work with you to achieve this. Most of all, I hope we can have fun and demonstrate the 
value of membership, because that is what so many of our recreational flyers are looking for.  

EXPERIENCE 

• PPL(a) and PPL(h) 
• 1,000+ hours total time 
• NVFR, CIR, PIFR, FF and Aerobatics 
• Builder and owner of a VANS RV7A 
• Member of the SAAA since 2005 

CURRENT EMPLOYMENT 
 
IT Consultant contracting to the Australian Federal Government 
 
 
 
 


